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Operational 
Definitions

Intellectual Freedom: “right of 
every individual to both seek 
and receive information from all 
points of view without 
restriction. It provides for free 
access to all expressions of ideas 
through which any and all sides 
of a question, cause or 
movement may be explored.” 
ALA 
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intf
reedom/censorship/faq

Censorship: “Limiting or 
removing access to words, 
images, or ideas. The decision to 
restrict or deny access is made 
by a governing authority. This 
could be a person, group, or 
organization/business. 
Censorship by the government 
is illegal.” ALA  
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intf
reedom/censorship/faq

Book Ban: “The removal of 
materials from a library based 
on the objections of a person or 
group.” ALA  
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intf
reedom/censorship/faq

Weaponized Language;  “the 
process by which words, 
discourse, and language in any 
form have been used or are 
being used to inflict harm on 
others, and how language 
education practices, policies, 
programs, and curricula are 
weaponized.” Herrera & Bryan, 
2022 
https://scholarworks.iu.edu › 
article › download

Gaslighting: “a form of 
psychological manipulation that 
hinges on creating self-doubt.” 
https://www.forbes.com/health/
mind/what-is-gaslighting/

Current State of 
Censorship

U.S. 

Montana

Montana Laws
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Book Challenges
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SB 99
• “Any school implementing or maintaining a curriculum, providing materials, or 

holding an event or assembly at which the district provides human sexuality 
instruction, whether introduced by school educators, administrators, or officials 
or by guests invited at the request of the school, shall adopt a policy ensuring 
parental or guardian notification no less than 48 hours prior to holding an event 
or assembly or introducing materials for instructional use.”

• “For purposes of this section, “human sexuality instruction” means teaching or 
otherwise providing information about human sexuality, including intimate 
relationships, human sexual anatomy, sexual reproduction, sexually transmitted 
infections, sexual acts, sexual orientation, gender identity, abstinence, 
contraception, or reproductive rights and responsibilities.”

Difficult 
Conversations

Guidelines 
• Ensure comfort: have snacks, drinks, something for younger 

children to do (coloring, books, etc.)

• Find common ground and start with something positive

• Listen to understand perspective

• Reflect what you hear and see using I statements

• Check for understanding

• Ask questions if you want to understand something more

• Share your perspectives (I statements) 

• Decide on a course of action (if applicable) 
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Intellectual Freedom 
Resources 

NCTE

ALA

NCAC

PEN America

Book Riot

Thank you
Dr. Donna Bulatowicz

donnabulatowicz@gmail.com
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